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I WOULD like to welcome the direc¬ 
tors. supporters and players of 
Featherstone Rovers to the Earth 
Stadium this afternoon for our final 
Tiome’’game in this years Northern 
Trains Cup qualifying series. 

A win this afternoon will probably 
result in our progressing into the 
knock-out phase of the cup for the first 
time. 

I don't now as I prepare these notes 
whether we have managed to progress 
to the next round of the Powergen 
Challenge Cup. 

Sunday’s snow caused a cancella¬ 
tion of the Swinton game, thankfully 
early enough to save us all from a trip 
over the Pennines. Hopefully we were 
successful on Tuesday night and man¬ 
aged to avoid Thornhill Trojans in the 
Fourth Round draw. 

Featherstone are 
already into the next 
round after overcoming 
SWrlaugh last Sunday, 
although I must admit 
that I had to look twice 
on Monday morning at 
the League Express that 
had them losing by 36- 
14 on the back page! 

That was their first win 
of the season but it cer¬ 
tainly won’t be their last 
and I fully expect them 
to be one of our major 
threats in National 
League Two this season, 
as indeed may be the 
Celtic Crusaders who 
have posted some 
impressive results so far. 

It is lining up to be an 
extremely exciting 

season but we remain confident that 
we should be up there come 
September time. 

rd like to pass on the club's thanks 
to the officials from the Earth Titans for 
allowing us to utilise their facilities this 
afternoon. 

Channel Four have snaffled our 
ground for the latest in the endless 
series of non-entity celebrity events, 
but, after the success of our game 
against Doncaster here last year, it will 
hopefully be another enjoyable game 
on the road for everyone. 

Hopefully some of the Titans sup¬ 
porters have joined us this afternoon 
for a taste of the other code. Their 
season is drawing to a close and the 


Rotherham fans that l have spoken to 
seem pleased with the progress that 
the club has made. 

Let’s hope that they enjoy today’s 
game sufficiently to spend some 
summer evenings at Don Valley. 

Thankfully, Swinton Lions have 
agreed to switch the home and away 
league games in July when the Red 
Hot Chilli Peppers are depriving us of 
Don Valley so this should be the only 
game that we have to switch away 
from the stadium. 

We were sorry to see that depar¬ 
tures of John Crawford and Aled 
James last month but there is no point 
in keeping unhappy players at the dub. 

For some reason, John decided that 
he would prefer the surfing in Australia 
to the snow in South Yorkshire. Aled 
was struggling to find 
work in Sheffield, and 
in the end the lure of 
their mother’s home 
cooking was too 
strong for them both. 

They both performed 
admirably during a dif¬ 
ficult 2005 season and 
both leave with our 
best wishes for their 
futures. 

Deprived of the 
opportunity of seeing 
the Eagles on Sunday, 

I decided to make the 
trip to watch St Helens 
and to see Andy 
Raleigh's Super 
League debuL 
He did himself proud 
and his catching and 
tackling of Francis Meii 
as he scorched down 
the wina brought back memories of a 
similar feat In an Eagles v Barrow 
game a couple of season ago. 

Let’s hope that there are members of 
today’s Eagles squad who are playing 
Super League in a couple of year's 
time, 

If any of them show the commitment 
that Andy has done over the last four 
years, then they will thoroughly 
deserve it. 

Playing Super League for the Eagles 
would be even better but there’s a long 
way to go before that can become a 
reality again. 

Hopefully this season will be a fur¬ 
ther step on that road. 

Enjoy the game. 



By Ian Swire, Chairman, 
SHEFFIELD EAGLES 


The views expressed in this programme am not necessarily those of Sheffield Eagles RLFC 
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★ MARK’S BACK: M i 
specialist |n ortho 
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MICHAEL COHEN, 
a 230 7599 ★ 


T ODAY we’re at home but 
we’re away - well, there’s 
nothing new in that for Sheffield 
Eagles. 

In the early days the club spent 
a lot of time 'guesting' at just 
about any ground that would 
have us. 

And in our last few seasons in 
Super League we went on 
the road and played at 
Cardiff Arms Park, 

Northampton and 

closer to home at _ 

Chesterfield. 

But, as we found 
last year, you don't get 
a warmer welcome than 
at Clifton Lane - home of rugby 
union’s Titans. 

Just recently, I’ve been finding 
out a bit more about rugby union 
- dose up and ball in hand. The 
boots have come out again and 
I've been playing a few games 
for Sheffield Oaks. 

I’ve enjoyed those games and 
being in a team with a great 
bunch of lads. 

But now it's back to the ‘day 
job’. 


I know we've had a couple of 
disappointing results in the 
Northern Rail Cup in recent 
weeks but I’m hoping all that will 
change today against 
Featherstone Rovers. 


C You don’t win 
games by just 
turning up. We 
have to get back 

to the standards 
we set a couple 
of weeks ago \ 



I’m not going to try and claim 
we played well against Hull KR 
and at York. But I'd ask you to 
stop and think for a moment. 

If, before the season started, 
you had been offered two wins in 
the Northern Rail Cup - including 
one over a First Fivision side - 
and two defeats after four 
games, I bet you would have 
taken it. Well, I would have. 

If we win today, we stay ahead 
of York and we’re still in with a 
chance of qualifying for the 
knockout stages for the first time. 

But you don’t win games by 
just turning up. We have to make 
sure that we get back to the 
standards we set ourselves a 
couple of weeks ago. 

The game at York was really 
disappointing. It was one of our 
poorest performances. 

Recently we have been gifting 
tries to teams week in and week. 

We've not made teams work 
for their points and when you do 


that you are going to come 
unstuck. 

The teams we have played 
have struggled to handle us, but 
we haven’t turned that pressure 
in to anything. That's something 
the coaching team have been 
addressing in training 

The hardest thing is to get con¬ 
tinuity into a team’s play - once 
people start understanding the 
way the other lads play, things 
start to come together. 

That’s what we have got to do - 
be consistent in the way we play. 

With the league competition 
getting closer, I’m looking for a 
settled side. 

We have to smarten up our 
defence - and that comes back 
to the resolve of players. 

I’m a big believer that defence 
is down to attitude and, at pre¬ 
sent, because we are doing a lot 
of dumb things, we are defend¬ 
ing too much and making mis¬ 
takes. 

When you go through tough 
times that’s when you need the 
right attitude. 

Just because there’s 40:20 kick 
or there's a mistake and we give 
a penalty away, it doesn’t mean 
the opposition will score a try. 

We have to stop them. That’s 
the resolve we have to be look¬ 
ing for. 

We have experienced players 
in the squad and that experience 
should help us pull through. 

I'm sure a few of you will be 
reading this while enjoying a 
drink in the bar. So cheers, and 
enjoy the game. 



vs. , 
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Man of the Match Sponsor 


Matchball Sponsor 


)i l y WiiKi! I !’ 

The Driving Force Behind 
Successful Machinery Handling 



Factory Removals/Relocation 
Heavy Haulage 
Abnormal Loads 
Skilled Tradesmen 
Crane Hire 
Labour Hire 
Specialised Transport 
Uning. Levelling and Fixing 


Tudor House, Park Road. Dukmfield, 
Nr Manchester, SK16 5LX 
www hanlonandwright.co.uk 


PENNINE 

BUSINESS 

FORMS 

Unit 2F, 

Westthorpe Field Rd, 
Westthorpe Fields 
Business Park, 
Killamarsh, 

Sheffield 

V____y 



Talk to the 
Eagles about 

opportunites and 
how they can help 
YOUR business 

Call David Butler on 


Programme Sponsor 



Andrew Flower Associates 
185 Industry Street 
Walkley 

Sheffield S6 2WX 

0114 285 2265 

Proud to support the Eagles 



Page 4 


For the latest Eagles news visit our website at www.sheffieldeagl es ' corT1 


Take the train to the game. 
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Northern. Proud sponsors of the Northern Rail Cup. 


www.northernrail.org 























Ones to 
Watch 

Josh 

Weedon 

Australian 
stand-off who 
has recently 
returned after a 
bad ankle 
break. 

Orchestrates 
the attack effi¬ 
ciently, carving 
out openings 
for his backs. 

Stuart 

Dickens 

A goal-kicking 
prop forward 
with loads of 
experience and 
drive, 

Nathan 

Larvin 

One of Hobbs’ 
youngsters. 
Courageous as 
the last line of 
defence and 
quick to score 
tries. 



Hobbs trusts in 


youth to reverse 
Feu's fortunes 


D |AVID Hobbs will be 
hoping his charges can 
get off the mark in the 
National Rail Cup today. 

With no wins and two and 
a half as many points 
against as for, the season 
has not opened brightly for 
Featherstone. 

Suffering a mid-season 
change of coach in 2005, 
when Gary Price left, did not 
help their league campaign 
last season. 

Their performances gradu¬ 
ally improved at the back 
end, but it was not enough 
to save the proud old club 
from tumbling into National 
League Two. 


This year a few of the 
more experienced players, 
such as Richard Newlove 
and Danny Maun, have 
moved on to pastures new; 
Jon Presley and James 
Ford, of course, have come 
over on a permanent basis 
to Don Valley. 

Now there is a more 
youthful look to the Rovers’ 
squad, Hobbs reckons: 
“There will be plenty of 
opportunity for young kids. I 
want to give lads the career 
opportunities that I had in 
life.” 

Hobbs was the Lance 
Todd Trophy winner in 


Featherstone’s shock defeat 
of Hull, scoring two tries in 
1983. 

Twenty-three years later, 
he has no illusions about 
the task he has taken on. 
He knows that NL2 will not 
be a walkover, as the 
Northern Rail Cup results 
have so far proven, 

“We’ve tried to put a com¬ 
petitive side together," he 
says. 

"But it will be an interest¬ 
ing competition." 

It remains to be seen 
whether he can inspire a 
Rovers return to winning 
ways. 


In their first proper game of the 2006 
season, in the Northern Rail Cup, the 
Eagles ran in seven tries against a team 
that will be one of the contenders for 
pnomotion in the league. 

Gioomy weather and a heavy pitch 
should have conspired to make this a 
dour affair, but it turned out to be far 
from that. 

Greg Hurst started the scoring after 
only two minutes, Rovers hit back 
l^ughi Gavin Swinson, but Eaqles can- 

a JackHowtef reStored ,he le ® d ta king 
a Jack Howieson pass out of the tackle 

®^ ins ° n an d Stuart Dickinson tries 
herst0ne ahe ad. but Sheffield 

Hurst e nnf, neW d «ation when 
Hurst got a second and Jon Presley 


Last meeting 

added another from a runaround by 
Brendon Lindsay and Andy Hay. 

After the break, Paul Pickering, Sean 
Dickinson and Lindsay all crossed the 
line with only Rovers' Steve Dooler 
managing to reply. 

Head coach Gary Wilkinson said at 
the time: "It's always tough at 
Featherstone, but we asked the lads to 
step things up from the two pre-season- 
friendlies and I think they've done that. 

• Result:- 38-18 to Eagles 


news visit our website at www.sheffieldeagle s< 




Stop Press ... Stop Press ... Stop Press ... 


Challenge 
Cup draw 


ASa result of the weather on 12th 
March, at the time of print we are 
unaware whether or not the Eagles 
made it through to the 4th Round of the 
Powergen Challenge Cup. 

Following the draw for the Fourth 
Round on Monday 13th March, a win 
against Swinton will see the Eagles play¬ 
ing York Cty Nights or amateurs 
Ovenden. 

Full details of the fixture will be avail¬ 
able today in the clubhouse, on our web¬ 
site, www.sheffieldeagles.com, or on 

0114 261 0326 



RUGBY LEAGUE 


Safer 

POWERGEN 


Experience 
wonder of 
new Wembley 

Sheffield Eagles are again run¬ 
ning a coach to the Powergen 
Challenge Cup Final, at Wembley 
Stadium, Saturday 26th August 
2006. 

After last year's sold-out trip 
and the excitement that the new 
Wembley Stadium is generating, 
demand is expected to be high. 

The coach will depart from 
Sheffield in good time for the 
match and return at approxi¬ 
mately 5.30pm. 

The cost of travel will be 
approximately £16 (to be con¬ 
firmed with passengers nearer to 
travel date) and there are various 
pick-up points. 

Bookings are being taken for 
this trip on a first come, first 
served basis at the Club Shop or 
by calling 0114 261 0326. A £10 
non-returnable deposit is 
required per passenger. 


2006 season ticket prices 

i 

Eagles v Swinton 
fixture switch 

Fans are reminded the LHF 
National League 2 games with 
Swinton Lions have changed. 

The Eagles will now play 

Swinton at home on Friday 28th 
July 2006, KO 8pm. 

The away game is now sched¬ 
uled for the weekend of 7th-91h 
July (Swinton to confirm). 

The changes are due to a Red 

Hot Chilli Peppers concert at 

Don Valley Stadium on 6th July. 

Adults: 

£120 (Saving the cost of 3 games over season) 

Concessions: 

£75 (Saving the cost of 3 games over season) 

Juniors: 

£30 (Saving 8 Home games and 14 Away games over season) 

Family (2 adults and 2 juniors): 

£270 (Saving the cost of 4 games over season) 

Vice President: 

£240 (Saving the cost of 3 games over season) 

Have your shout■ aiscms the matcK ^ ^ M . 

rugbyieague.org rugbyieague.org V4 rugbyieague.org 
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Aficio Digital Printer/Copiers from Gestetner 

._R-cipmer has the solution with an award winning range - from black 

Whatever your copying requirements, Gesleto fa M - de exce) | ent ^py quality, 

& white to networkable digital cotourand mufr-fu seivice^nd supply back up. Black & white 

sesKESS' 

faxing, PC faxing and scanning in one compact, modular unit 


Aficio Dsc 445 


Transform your office documents with fast, high-quality colour 








•45 ppm A4 Mono/35 ppm Colour printing 

•True 1200 x 1200dpi colour printing 

•Memory Standard: 1024 MB + 80GB Hard Disk Drive 

•Modular options for colour copy, network scanning, fax 

and electronic document manipulation and storage 

•Low cost/ high production office device 

•Standard PCL5c, PCL6. RPCS optional Adobe PostScript 3 

•Network ready 


Aficio DSm 415/f/p/pf 

Double-sided solutions for every small office environment. Faxing and 
network printing options offering total document solutions in 
one small, compact device. 

•15 ppm A4 Mono 
•A5-A4 

•Zoom: 50 - 200% (in 1% steps) 

•Memory Standard: 384 MB + 20GB Hard Disk Drive 
•Standard PCL5e, PCL6, RPCS optional Adobe PostScript 3 
•Twin laser beam scanning & electro-photographic printing 
•Less than 22kg 


■ m ■ no 


Aficio DSm 730 

Offering fast output speeds, and time-saving paper handling features. 

•30 ppm A4 Mono 
•A6-A3 

•Zoom: 25 - 400% (in 1 % steps) 

•Memory Standard: 384 MB + 20GBHard Disk Drive 

•Modular options for stapling, network scanning, fax and electronic 

document manipulation and storage 

•Standard PCL5e, PCL6, RPCS optional Adobe PostScript 3 

•Twin laser beam scanning & printing 


IMflilEIZ 


For more details on the above or any of our products please contact 
Joanne Dickinson - NRG Group Ltd, on 0114 2571444 



NRG 

Ijp-pp-pp' 
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slowdown 

and help save lives 


□ 


SOUTH 
YORKSHIRE 
SAFETY CAMERA 
PARTNERSHIP 


www.safetycamera.org 

Barnsley Council, Sheffield City Council, Doncaster Council, Rotherham 
Council. South Yorkshire Police. HM Courts Service. Highways Agency. 













































Save T 

and eliminate trips 

to the post office 


Try the franking machine 
designed for the smaller 
office FREE for 30 days 


POSTAGE DISCOUNTS 
ARE AVAILABLE WITH 
FRANKED NAIL 


If you re still using stamps to send out your mail, 
then you're familiar with post office queues and 
putting extra stamps on to ‘ensure it gets there'. 

Avoid the queues, promote your company and pay 
less for your postage with PersonalPost™, the 
franking machine for the smaller office. 

To find out more and order your FREE TRIAL 
call us on 0800 085 7143 quoting reference 
V71 or Visit US at www.frankyourmail.co.uk 



Pitney Bowes 

Engineering the flow of communication* 



Raising 
cash with 
the Rising 
Sun! 

Big congratula¬ 
tions to the Rising 
Sun pub at 
Wincobank who 
recently became 
an agent and 
recruited 15 mem¬ 
bers to Goldrush. 

Landladyjulie 
Cocking promised 
the Eagles that 
she would be 
recruiting more 
members over the 
next few weeks. 

just 15 members 
puts over £750 
into the Eagles 
funds each year. 

For information 
on becoming an 
agent , contact 
Denise on ... 

0114 261 1604 
or 

0114 261 0326 


Re-Joyce... 
you've won! 



[q)ICTURED is Joyce Laver receiving her El ,000 
ur winnings from her agent, John Skews, and Eagles 
player Gavin Brown. 

Joyce recently retired from Freemans who run , 
Goldrush, donating their commission to the Sheffield 
Children’s Hospital, but was visiting colleagues when 
Gavin turned up with the big cheque! 

Tm bowled over! I don't know what to say,” said 
Joyce as her colleagues applauded her “This is great 
news and I think we’ll be treating ourselves to a holi¬ 
day to Cyprus" 

For your daily chance to win with Sheffield Eagles 
Goldrush, pick up a form today - every supporter 
should at least be a member, to help us sustain thefu- 
ture of the club. 


Week 7 

Friday 10th March 2006 
Mon: £100 A Stanley 
Tue: £100 Roy Butler 
Wed: £100 Mrs Charlesworlh 
Thu: £100 D Hemsworth 
Fri; £100 GJ Atkin 

★ Saturday: 

£200 E Pritchard ★ 

Plus £5 consolation prizes: 15 
The draw was made by. 
Helen Park, 

Agent49S _ 


JjUiU-BUSiJ 1 

DAJIY SUPrfi DFiAlAI 


To be a winner and for more 
information or to join Goldrush, 
call at the Eagles Club Shop today 
or speak to Denise on ... 

0114 261 1604 





Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLDRUSH now 


Page 11 



























































Our Jack’s an ace 
in the Eagles pack 


P ROP forward Jack Howieson’s 
2005 season came to an abrupt 
end when he broke his arm at the end 
of July against Keighley. 

The injury was one of the final fac¬ 
tors of the 2005 Eagles' demise, lead¬ 
ing to coach Mark Aston having to 
field his only 17 fit players at the final 
game against York - a bench consist¬ 
ing of two half-backs, a winger and a 
second row. 

“It was disappointing to miss the last 
two months of the season," says Jack. 

"I was gutted not to be playing and i 
find it very difficult just to watch. It was 
also disappointing to miss out on 
selection for Scotland, but the lay-off 
has done me the world of good. I feel 
refreshed." 


“Nick Ward (Eagles conditioner) 
gave me a special programme to get 
me going earlier, so I kept my fitness 
levels up during the time i could not 
play or train properly. I wasn't overly 
exerting, but it meant I kept in shape 
ahead of the pre-season work." 

As Gary Wilkinson and Mark Aston 
drafted in new players to the Eagles, 
Jack was relieved of his role as skip¬ 
per, being given the role of club cap¬ 
tain instead. 

'To be honest it was a weight off my 
shoulders," he revealed. “It means I 
can go out there and play and concen¬ 
trate on my game. 

The experience of leading the side 
was vital to me, though, and I would 
love to do that again in the future. 

“Andy Smith does a great job and I 
had no problem with the coaches’ 
decision. As club captain I'm seen 
more as a figurehead - there to repre¬ 
sent the players and club at official 
functions and media events." 

Jack combines his onfield duties 
with his role of Development Officer for 
Sheffield Eagles as well as a distance 
learning BSC Sports Science 



Power prop: jack Howieson 


It’s a hectic lifestyle, but its areat to 

™ 3 '° 
club, he said. My work in the srhnnie 

is very rewarding and I’m pleased to 
be making a difference." 


Coach's view 

Assistant coach Andy Iyer 

graduating from the Eagl 
&y, Jack has added a nei 
® l 2? l J n to his game. He has 
wnrt XCe i enl offload > great foot- 
S tho K d ? Mastic attitude. On 
_ the best props in our division." 



For the latest Eagles 


news visit our website at www.sheffieideagies.com 
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c j7 3 HE Eagles’ 

U bright start to 
the Northern Rail 
Cup campaign 
hit the wall 
against First 
Division Hull KR. 

After battling to 
stay level with 
the Rovers for 
most of the first 
half the Eagles 
were blasted 
away by two 
tries in as many 
minutes just 
before half-time. 

Even after 
Rovers were 
reduced to 12 
men after Ben 
Cockayne was 


Eagles were never able to recapture the form that had 
brought two wins in the opening game in group six of 
the Northern Rail Cup. 

On the brighter side, winger Rob Worrincy scored a 
fine try and forwards Sean Dickinson, Craig Brown and 
Dean Andrews, on his debut, worked hard. 

“Rovers dictated the pace of the game," said Eagles 
head coach Gary Wilkinson, “I was disappointed with 
some of the tries we gave away. 

“We have to dust ourselves down and learn from this." 


A below-par per¬ 
formance saw 
Sheffield Eagles 
slump to their 
second defeat in 
successive 


game the 
Eagles look to 
have taken a 
step back. 

Their play 
lacked direction 
and bite - plus 
there were too 
many mistakes and 
needless penalties. 

A dominant half-back pairing remains the priority with 
Gavin Brown and Jon Presley starting at York with 
Brendon Lindsay coming off the bench. 

The positives for the Eagles came in two tries for 
Martin Ostler - started in the front row for flu victim Jack 
Howieson - and valuable game time for Dean Andrews 
at centre. 


games, at York 
City Knights. 

Out-thought 
and out-played 
for most of the 


wM Ts 

York 32.Eagles 16 

York: Dunmore; Clarke, Potter. Spicer, 
Farrell; Thorman, Hasty; Wood. Liddell’ 
Sullivan, Smith. Blanchard, Golden Subs’ 
Bston. Buckley. Bovil, O.Loughlin 
Eagles: Woodcock; Hurst, Andrews 
Poucher, Worrincy; G Brown, Presley 
Buckenham, Brantley, Ostler. Dickinson 
Smith. Hay. Subs: Clemie. C Brown ' 
Lindsay. Fletcher. 

Scores: York: Tries - Clarke 2. Smith 2, 
Hasty, Bston; Goals - Hasty 4. Eaqles: 
Tries - OstJer 2, Poucher, Andrews. 
Attendance: 1.369. 

Referee: Craig Halloran. 

Star man: Dean Andrews 


Eagles 22-Hull KR 44 

Eagles: Woodcock; Hurst. Ford, 
Poucher, Worrincy; Lindsay, G Brawn- 
Howieson, Pickering. Morton, Dickinson 
C Brown. Smith. Subs: Presley. Ostler 
Andrews. Fletcher. 

Hull KR: Cockayne: Steel, Couturier, 
Goddard. Ford: Murrell, Webster; 
Stephenson. Fisher, Tangata-Toa, Smith 
Netherton. Gallagher. Subs: Morion 
Aizue, Garmston, Barker. 

Scorers: Eagles: Tries - Craig Brown 
Pickering. Worrincy. Presley; Goals - 
Poucher 3. Hull: Tries - Cockayne 2, 

Steel 2, Gallagher, Barker, Ford, 

Goddard; Goals - Couturier 5, Morton. 
Referee: Rob Hicks (Oldham) 
Attendance: 1,347. 

Star man: Sean Dickinson (Never 
stopped battling). 



Action: Eagles pack ace Sean Dickinson takes 
on the Hull KR defence at Don Valley Stadium 




Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLDRUSH now 
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Area of improvement 


South Yorks 
Service Group 
is on the rise 

© VER the past few months, the 
South Yorkshire Service Area 
Group have been assembling their 
squads for this year’s Service Area 
Festivals. 

The Service Area Representative 
Side is a chance for players in South 
Yorkshire to play for the district against 
other districts in Yorkshire. 

Games will be watched by perfor¬ 
mance analysts from the Rugby 
Football League who will select a 40- 
man Yorkshire squad to attend 
regional camp in the summer. 

This year, South Yorkshire has 
squads at all four age groups - under- 
12,13,14 and 15s. This is the first 
time South Yorkshire has ever 
achieved this. 

It is a big achievement and a great 
step forward for rugby league in the 
area. It is mainly down to the hard 
work of the eight volunteer coaches 
who have driven this programme for¬ 
ward. 

Due to South Yorkshire been 
classed as a Development Area in 
terms of Service Area Rugby League, 
we have been given special permis¬ 
sion by the RFL to start our work with 
the squads before other areas. 

At the end of January and early 
February, selection days took place 
with players from schools and clubs 
across South Yorkshire receiving 
invites to come. 

Around 35 to 40 players attended 
each session at Herringthorpe 
Stadium, Rotherham, and from this 
squads of around 25 players were 
selected. 

The squads for now are meeting on 
a monthly basis at areas across South 
Yorkshire. Additionally, the players 




Group leaders: Eagles stars and development officers Gavin Brown , 
above, and Jack Howieson, below ; have been mentoring the players 


have taken part in a development dav 
using the world-class facilities at the 
tnghsh Institute of Sport in Sheffield. 

Staff at the institute, Sheffield 
Hal am University, Doncaster Lakers 
RFLC and Sheffield Eagles RFLC 
delivered these days, 

Th0 squads will soon be uppina 
their training schedule and starting 
final preparations for the festivals starl 
ing in May. 

oJJX™° re information regarding the 
Rugby League in 
P ,ease con tact David 
Marshall, Rugby League Developmen 
Officer, on 0114 223 5631 or e-mSl 

david.marshall@sysport.co.uk 
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For the latest Eagles news visit our website at www.sheffieldeagles.coni 



Tag on to the Eagles , kids! 


r\T our game against Hull 
^Kingston Rovers, the 
Eagles were joined by 
almost 150 children from 
local Primary Schools to 
take part in a Tag Rugby 
festival. 

Tag Rugby is a non-con- 
tact version of the sport, 
which can be enjoyed by 
Boys and Girls at the same 
time and is a great introduc¬ 
tion to the sport. 

All the Primary Schools 
taking part had taken part in 
the Eagles In The 
Community scheme 
between January and 
February 2006 and were 
keen to show off their new¬ 
found skills despite the bit¬ 
terly cold weather. 

All had a great time. 

Many of the children 
taking part were having their 
first experience of rugby 
league, with most staying to 
the end of the fixture to 
cheer The Eagles on. 



Time for fun: Tag rugby is a great experience for boys ana girls 


Training sessions in the Easter holidays 

The Eagles will be running a number of taster days in and around South Yorkshire during the Easter holidays. 

• Tuesday 3rd April - Goals Soccer Centre/All Saints School (Sheffield) 10am-3pm (Year 5/6/7/B pupils) 

• Tuesday 11th April - Elsecar Cricket Club (Hoyland Vikings) 10am-3pm (all ages welcome) 

• Thursday 12th and Friday 13th April - Dodworth RLFC 10am-3pm (all ages welcome) 

• For further information call 0114 261 0326 or visit www.sheffieldeagles.com 


-^Sheffield 

ijllllJ:^ r y nnt( ' 


spaffrs 


Afjtrc/f 




HANLON & WRIGHT 



Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLDRUSH now 
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Corporate sponsors 2006 



The Star 



Tolent 



DISTRIBUTION PLC 


Chatfields 

modis, 




•rwuiMTcm? 
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SIG Roofing Supplies Group - 
The Market Leaders! 

We are proud to sponsor Sheffield Eagles & wish 
them continued success in the future. 


J Serving more than 20.000 rooting </ Usln 9 a fleet of over 200 vehicles to 
contractor! acrois the UK. deliver to site every single day. 


y/ Operating from over 100 branches ^ Employing more than 1000 knowledgeable 
and a variety of trading companies enthusiastic and highly trained specialist 

staff. 

y/ More than 30,000 product lino*. 

^ Unbeatable service levels - across 

y/ More than 65 years experience In the every part of our business, constantly 
roofing Industry. revlied to keep standards high. 

/ Providing a stocking service for Britain s S have a committed external sales force 
* leading contractors and builders who aro available to advlio and assist, 

merchants. 

y/ Providing distribution opportunities for market 
leading manufacturers. 


Head Office: Harding Way, St Ives, Cambs, PE27 3YJ 
TEL: 01480 466777 FAX: 01480 300269 


■ ,-V 
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enterprise Software ] 


Why are our customers so passionate 
about their enterprise software? 
Because we designed It Just for them. 

We focus exclusively on the 
manufacturing and distribution Industries. 

We are experts In solving the essential 
challenges our customers face everyday - 
we know their business, apeak their language 
and make promises we can keep. 

Our customers love us for It - and It shows. 


Q M ["□ F=0 

0161 237 C5C3 *rww.lMct\com 


i 



f A mobiledeal 

Consumer Mobiles © 
Business Mobiles • 
Tones and Games © 

At amobiledeal.com we offer a complete solution for 
all your mobile needs. We have the latest phones and 
best contracts on all major networks; an online shop 
with over 4000 products, tones and games for you to 
download plus special deals on call charges. 

We can offer contracts on all major 
networks so visit our website to view the 
latest handsets and current deals at 
www.AmobiledeaI.com 

Qmabiledcal.com 
Sheaf House, 23 Mauncer Drive. Sheffield Sl3 7JE 
Email: info@amobiledeal.com 

Amobllcdeaf.com is pari of the Sheaf Telecom Group 
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Two codes' spirit of 
co-operation ushers 
in a new 


r )ERHAPS ten years ago this 
article would not have been 
written the way it has been. It may 
not have been written at all. 

However, people change, atti¬ 
tudes soften, understanding 
begins to replace contention. 

Over 100 years ago the split 
between rugby union and the 
Northern Union tore open a 
wound that only now is showing 
real signs of healing. That split 
was not just about payment but, 
as with most rebellions, a desine 
to have a voice at the decision- 
making table, which was being 
denied the Northern clubs. 

Sadly, the split was an opportu¬ 
nity missed to move the two 
games apart, not only ideologi¬ 
cally but also literally, 

The Northern Union were still 
playing 15-a-slde, line-outs and 
the accepted rules. That gradually 
changed and, as time went on 
and the game gained support on 
the other side of the world, a call 
came from the Australians for a 
name change. 

'Northern Union’ meant nothing 
to those who watched the game in 
the Southern hemisphere. 

The decision was taken to 
change the Union part to League 
but to retain the word, Rugby" 101 
years later, as rugby league 
moved into the summer era, the 
elite part of the game became 
known as Super League. 

A second opportunity was 
missed. 1996 should have seen 
the advent of the title, Super 
League, attributed to all areas of 
what Is nicknamed the ‘Greatest 
Game’. 


By Stuart Charmak 

rugby league writer 

That would have separated the 
two games in people’s mind and 
soothed the conflict over seman¬ 
tics and, perhaps, over who 
’owned" the word, Rugby. Added 
to this, the decision of the Rugby 
Union to go professional was a 
major shift in the moral ground. 

As it is, though, through various 
initiatives, bonds are strengthening 
between the two codes, or should 
we rather call them two games? 
Separate the two from their 
common ancestry and the associ¬ 
ated acrimony; perhaps then life 
would be easier 

The Rugby League (summer) 
Conference lead the way where 
partnership between League and 
Union has been proving profitable. 

RU dubs such as Cwentry 
accepted and encouraged the 
inception of the Coventry Bears. 
Now the new sport and its fans 
are welcomed, not least for their 
spending power at the bar! This 
goes for all partnership dubs, 
there are commerdal prospects to 
be accessed as well as sporting 
ones, not least of which is the use 
of facilities all year round. 

The whole scenario of closer 
co-operation and ties was her¬ 
alded at the start of the Super 
League era with those two memo¬ 
rable cross-code games between 
Wigan and Bath. 

Seen by some as a gimmick at 
the time, they have proven to be 
prophetic. Both sets of players 
and fans realised there were 


things to appreciate and laud in 
both ways of playing Rugby. 

This innovative move and the 
removal of the ban on union men 
playing the 13-a-side game has 
kept up the momentum of the 
closing of the wound. 

Crossing the codes (games) 
had tended to be a contentious 
issue. In the 40s and 50s rugby 
;eague clubs were notorious for 
their raiding parties, their pockets 
full of white fivers, sweeping into 
Wales to gather up the RU talent 

The likes of Lewis Jones and 
Billy Boston were tempted north 
by the prospect of earning a Irving 
at what the did best. 

In the past few years there has 
occurred a reversal of this trend. 
Jason Robinson, Henry Paul, 

Scott Gibbs, Scott Quinnell and 
Andy Farrell are just a few of 
those who have moved over to 
make significant contributions to 
the once-amateur game. 

The drift has also encompassed 
coaching as well as playing. RL 
coaches of proven calibre such as 
Shaun Edwards, Mike Ford, Phil 
Larder, Neil Kelly, Denis Betts and 
Daryl Powell are together making 
the union game a much stronger 
product with their undoubted skills. 

The fact that Sheffield Eagles 
are today playing again at.the 
home of the Earth Titans RUFC Is 
a positive step for both clubs. 

It allows Eagles fans to experi¬ 
ence a different venue, one 
advantage being that the players 
can actually hear what the fans 
are shouting! 

Conversely, it gives Titans fans, 
and hopefully some players, 


chance to view a different game. 

And it allows two sets of sup¬ 
porters to talk and exchange 
views and ideas*in a positive 
atmosphere. 

Who knows wiat the future may 
bring with such exchanges. 

Perhaps if the Titans ever find 
themselves with'a chance for a 
new ground neater to Tinsley 
Viaduct a shateej with the Eagles 
could be an option; summer and 
winter games' combining to the 
advantage of both 

The link-up'between the former 
London Broncos, and Harlequins 
has certainly meant this. It is a 
genuine partnership. There is one 
club, two teams playing two 
games, with a common brand 
name and administration. 

Leeds are another club with two 
teams playing two cjames, sharing 
the ground, marketing and support 
staff, but here the brands (names) 
are different Whatever the sce¬ 
nario, though, the combination of 
dubs’ seem to be working and is a 
pointer to the future. 

It is to be hoped that, free from 
the conflict of tne past, these pio¬ 
neering moves prove the way for¬ 
ward for the twofoames to co-exist 
and prosper in tfjeir own rights. 


Different ogfe: Who would 
have thougljt during the 
Eagles career of Daryl 
Powell, righlj, that he 
would go on, to make a 
mark in rugpy union 


E£eep top ft© daft© Moftihi ftGue lasses m ^TheStar ° [^eadl ftGue [®@sft rep©^ ftr@fnri) ewenf maftcGi 


- ’ www.sheffie! com 
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Network Services Ltd 




Specialist installers and maintainers of all 
voice, data and electrical systems. 

CCLNS is a leading independent supplier providing 
a single source for all your networking 
and electrical requirements: 

Certified structured cabling systems £ 
Copper and fibre networks S 
PABX and key telephone systems S 
Active data equipment € 
Electrical cabling systems $ 
Security systems © 


Please call us for a 
competitive quote 


0870 0132389 


10 Bramley Park Road 
Sheffield S13 8UA 

Unit 203c, Elgin Crescent 
Eastern Business Park 
Heathrow TW6 2LU 

www.cclns.co.uk 
email: sales@cclns.co.uk 


1 p **—“ 
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Chatfields 


Nick Firth Tiles Ltd. 




wake smith 

sotimors 

Pennine Business Forms 
HI-TECH SECURITY PRINT 


CO-OPERATIVE 

TRAVEL MANAGEMENT 



Suppliers of: 

Suspended Ceilings< 
Commercial Lighting< 
Tenon Partition Systems< 
Tenon Washroom Systems < 
Drylining< 
lnsulation< 
Fire Protection < 
Raised Access FIoors< 
Column Encasements< 
Hand & Power Too!s< 
Fixings & Accessories< 


wake smith 

solicitors 


Tel: 0114 266 66 60 
Fax: 0114 267 12 53 


Our services include: 
Commercial 

Company, Partnership 
& Business Law 
Commercial & 
Industrial Property 
IT, Telecoms 
& New Media 
Employment Law 
Contractual & 
Commercial Disputes 
Debt Recovery 
& Insolvency 


Private 

Inheritance Tax Planning 
Wills & Probate 
Financial & Investment 
Advice Pensions 
Family Law, 

Divorce & Child Care 
Personal Injury Claims 
Medical Negligence 


For initial contact please call 
Duncan Shepherd (Commercial) 
or Richard Lees (Private) 

68 Clarkehouse Road, Sheffield 
S10 2 LJ 
6 Campo Lane, 

Sheffield SI 2EF 
W: www.wake-smith.com 
E: marketing@wake-smith.com 

o 





Delivering Commercial Interior Solutions 


Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLDRUSH now 
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VICE PRESIDENTS 

MrT Appleton 
Andrew Flower Associates 
Mrs J Bauer 
Mr and Mrs G Betts 
Dr A Brook 

Chatfields DAF Handsworth 
Mr S Creek 

Co-Operative Travel Management 

Coors Brewers 

CPD Distribution 

Cummins Xpress 

Fyfe Financial Ltd 

Hanlon & Wright 

Mr P Haydock 

Hi-Tech Security Print Ltd 

Mr R Jackson 

League Publications 

Mr and Mrs P Marsh 

Nick Firth Tiles 

Pennine Business Forms 

Powerminster Ltd 

Mr and Mrs S Proctor 

RDL Digital Print 

Safety Distribution Ltd 

Sheaf Telecom Ltd 

Mr J Smith 

Sheffield Insulations 

Mr I Swire 

Tolent Construction 

Wake Smith 

Mr S Waller 

Mr H White 

LIFE MEMBERS 

Mr John Dowling (Hon) 

Mr Howard Cartwright (Hon) 

Mr S Dickinson 


P ICTURED are our Big Match Sponsors 
from our game against Hull Kingston 
Rovers, CPD Distribution, top right, and 
attending her first game of rugby league 
Cindy Cronin, from INFOR, bottom right, one 
of our 2006 Sleeve sponsors. 

CPD Distribution will be supporting our 
Community Development Programme during 
2006 as well as attending the various events 
the Eagles run to raise funds for the club. 

INFOR, a USA-based company, linked up 
with the Eagles towards the end of the 2005 
season and announced a four-figure shirt 
sponsorship deal for 2006. 

Cindy had never seen rugby league before, 
but was impressed with its toughness and 
the matchday experience. 

Although matchday sponsorship is selling 
well, we have a number of opportunities at 
our next two home games - Keighley 
Cougars on Friday 7th April and Celtic 
Crusaders on Monday 17th April (Easter 
Monday). For further information please call 
David Butler on 0114 261 0326. 



Golf Day • Monday 24th April • Tankersley Park 

Your day includes: 

• Coffee and bacon sandwiches • Sponsored star prizes 

on arrival on certain par-three holes 

• Green fees • Hospitality during your round 

• Team prizes • Meal on completion of your round 

• Nearest the Pin and • Prize presentation post event 

• Longest Drives competitions • Cost per team of 

• Hole in One prizes four persons: £220 plus VAT 
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Ace Inga as we wing back to 96 


T EN years of Super League and what 
have you got? 

A decade older, and, really, not a lot! 
Some RL fans could sing that, possibly 
at Hunslet, Keighley or Featherstone. 
Overall, though, the advent of Super 
League has been a boon to the sport. 

As a forthcoming book (more in April) 
reveals, RL was not only in the doldrums, 
but was verging on bankruptcy in the 
mid-90s. Enter Sky. Souls were not sold 
as much as sport (for a global market) 
was saved. 

Looking back, it is interesting to exam¬ 
ine the situation in the first season, the 
teams, the coaches, the players, and see 
what has happened to a few of them in 
the meantime. 

Back then there were no Giants, no FC 
or Sharks, no City Reds and no Wildcats. 
There were, however, a Town, some Blue 
Sox, some Eagles and some Bears. One 
team from that time is extinct and another 
has changed its name, again. 

After being almost perpetual brides¬ 
maids at Wigan's continual eariy-90s 
weddings, St Helens came good in SL1. 
They were champions (with no Grand 
Final) and Challenge Cup winners under 
that most personable of coaches, Shaun 
McRae. 

Since 1996 Shaun has never been 
without a coaching job, moving from 
Saints to Gateshead, Hull and now South 
Sydney. He was always ready with a 
quote and was quite capable of giving a 
full interview on the basis of a single 
question. 

Saints finished just one point ahead of 
Wigan, having relinquished top spot only 
once in the season, They lost twice, to 
Wigan and Bradford. Their mercurial 
scrum-half, Bobbie Goulding (most 
recently coach of Rochdale), was the top 
points and goal scorer in the league, his 
free-scoring teammates allowing him to 
kick the fastest century of goals in just 17 
games. 

He also superbly illustrated what a true 
family game RL is when he took his 
young son with him to collect his 
Challenge Cup medal. 

The now retired Paul Newlove was top 
o the try scorers with 28, while Young 
Player of the Year Keiron Cunningham, 
was the Saints' top tackier, buster and 
metre-gainer (whatever happened to 

In the squad was Alan Hunte, now on 
the coaching staff at Salford, and ever- 


dependable Steve Prescott at full-back, 
who finished his career last year at Hull. 
Chris Joynt was captain and Chris Morley 
and Tommy Martyn were in there too, but 
it was Karle Hammond who memorably 
and prophetically understated: u l guess 
the summer league just suited Saints." 

Wigan were just coming off the pur- 
plest patch of their entire history. The 
mid-80s to mid 90s had been their 
decade. But if their former chairman, 
Maurice Lindsay, the architect of Super 
League while at the RFL, thought that the 
new league would benefit his former club, 
he was mistaken. 

A squad that was stuffed full of experi¬ 
enced stars and emerging talent, like Kris 
Radlinski, looked well equipped to con¬ 
tinue their domination. 

That decade of domination had not 
been good for the sport as a whole. 

Every other team's ambition was virtually 
limited to coming in second in the league 
and being trounced at Wembley. 

The main advantage 
Wigan had enjoyed was 
being fully professional. 

Their players could dedi¬ 
cate themselves to the 
sport, train daily and 
focus solely on the 
weekly game. 

It must have been a 
shock at Central Park 
when, in the first Super 
League season, a few of 
the other clubs caught 
up so quickly • for 
instance, the other 
Wembley finalists, along 
with St Helens, were 
Bradford. 

The Pie-eaters had 
to be satisfied with the 
old Premiership trophy, 
but they have never 
emulated their form of 
those previous 10 
years. 

The coach was Graeme West, a lanky 
Kiwi, who had played Down Under. His 
was not a successful introduction to 
Super League and down the years he 
has gradually slipped out of the game. 

Still living in Wigan, he now drives a 
taxi there. 

The squad he coached had some 
memorable characters in it. Va'aiga 
Tuigamala. Inga the Winger, would run 
over opposition players in attack, defend 
furiously, then go back and help his poor 


victims to their feet, asking them with a 
broad, genuine smile if they were all right. 

After a typical Wiaan-Saints match, he 
uttered the immortal words" “It's a hard 
way to earn a living." 

He once flew to Australia and back in 
three days for the aborted Oceania Cup, 
then played for Wigan against 
Warrington. Commenting on the giant 
being back, Wire football manager and 
RL legend Alex Murphy joked: “II Inga 
plays Tike that after flying 24,000 miles 
round the world, l wish he'd been 
hijacked." 

Graeme West quipped back: “Inga s 
that tired he wishes he'd been hijacked 
too!" 

Jason Robinson was his inimitable Billy 
Whizz self, scoring 24 tries in 21 appear¬ 
ances. He played some games at stand¬ 
off and, at one point, put in a transfer 
request. He managed to score a record- 
equalling five tries against Leeds, but - 
along with teammates Inga, Henry Paul, 
Scott Quinnell, Gary Connolly, 
Shaun Edwards and Andy 
Farrell - eventually went to 
RU. 

Edwards was not a 
happy scrum-half either. 
Amid more transfer 
rumours, he mostly played 
off the bench, but made his 
usual impact. It would not 
be long before he followed 
teammate Martin Offiah to 
London. 

Wigan were top only 
once, in July, ana they main¬ 
tained that the 
Championship title was kept 
from them by Terry 
Matterson’s towering touch- 
line kick and resultant 18-18 
draw with the Broncos. 

The now retired Kris 
Radlinski’s end-of-season 
comment was: “All the lads 
want our name on the Super League 
trophy.” 

They achieved that goal in the inaugral 
Grand Final, but have never been near it 

More memories from '96 next time. 


Mick TaytiM 
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• Don't forget to send in your drawings or paintings of me or your favourite player - and 
if you are having a birthday or have a a message for a friends, write to me, Kid-E, 
at Sheffield Eagles RLFC, Don Valley Stadium, Worksop Road, Sheffield, S9 3TL • 


Ee-gulls! Ee-gulls! Ee-gulls! 

“Where’s the running track? Wot, 
no flame hill?” I hear you cry! 

Well, welcome to Clifton Lane, 
Rotherham, for our home/away game 
against Featherstone Rovers. We’ve 
been here before, of course, the last 
time when Don Valley Stadium was 
used by Channel Four’s The Games 
- a bit like Big Brother with a few 
sporting events thrown in. 

Now, what would get my Eagles 
juices going round would be if one of 
our Eagles players were involved - 
Greg Hurst or Jack Howieson. It 
would raise the profile of the Eagles 
and rugby league and show the 
world that Don Valley is used all year 
round. 

Enough! I sound like my old mate, 
Freddy, on one of his rants! 

If you don't know who I am, I’m 
Kid-E, the world’s leading rugby 
league mascotl You may see me 
strutting my stuff pitchside and even 
putting in a bit of dancing if I fancy it. 

Anyway, welcome to our friends 
from Featherstone Rovers ... as you 
all know, and I keep pointing out, 

Mark Aston’s other club. 

When we played them at Post 
Office Road (or is it Braveheart 
Stadium still?) we came up with the 
spoils and two points, and at the 
moment we’ve got four points in our 
Group 6. 

Rovers have still to get any points. 
There'll be a time to get them, but 
not today, we hope. 

On our last outing in the Northern 
Rail Cup we floundered against York 
Knights, reversing the win we had 
earlier in the season. It would be nice 
to get more points on the board and 
go through to the quarter-finals. 

As I put quill to paper, I'm not sure 
of the outcome of our Challenge Cup 
game against Swinton. 

It would be great for us to have a 
good cup run -1 dream of being 
knocked out in the semi-finals with a 
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Living the dream: Flashback to 


late drop-goal from Bradford or 
Leeds putting us out! (Surely you 
dream of winning the final again? - 
ed) 

But whoa! What about a last- 
minute drop-goal from US putting 
Bradford or Leeds out? It’ll never 
happen ... That’s what they said in 

A giant-killing run or a fall at the 
first hurdle? You tell me, kids ... 


the Wembley Eagles of 1998 

Enjoy the game and get behind the 
boys. 

Thanks to Rotherham for putting 
up with an invasion from the Steel 
City! 

Up the Eagles! 

Ee-gulls! Ee-gulls! Ee-gulls! 

\i\d-t 


For the latest Eagles news visit our website at www.sheffieldeagles.com 


Strike Gold as you enjoy a Gamble! 


T HE winning Golden Gamble ticket 
at our game against Hull KR 
landed the lucky winner £200! 

Although not claimed on the night, 
the lucky winner popped in to Don 


Valley during the week to claim their 
prize. 

Don’t forget to buy your Golden 
Gamble ticket for today’s half-time 
draw and you could win hundreds of 


pounds. Half of the Golden Gamble 
takings go to the prize fund, while the 
remainder goes straight to The Eagles 
- helping sign the players we need to 
make Sheffield Eagles a strong team. 



Our mascots from the Hull KR 
game line up for their photo 
call with Kid-E 1 

St John Fisher Primary School 
thoroughly enjoyed their 
evening out with the Eagles 


and are currently learning 
rugby with Jack Howieson at 
school. All of the school are 
massive Eagles fans and will be 
back later in the year showing 
off tlieir rugby skills. 


Head for the bar 

Don't forget to join the Eagles 
post match in the clubhouse to 
collect autographs and chat 
about the match. 

The bar will remain open for 
as long as people are drinking, 
so come and enjoy the welcome 
offered by RotherhamTitans. 



Full of cheer: 
The Eagles 
cheerleaders , 
the Eagle-ettes , 
in action at our 
last match at 
Don Valley 
Stadium 


r ncus a. Information « music ■ dance ■ Hue pcrlorniances ■ compel 

tisennastefrironlxeisro®™ 

TO WIN MASSIVE ATTACK'S LATEST CD. novicrcd uv fr^rJl 

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTION- 

What is the title ot the new album from Massive Attack? hosted By 

Send vour answer to_ KIGHflEffl fi.EE , 

MASSIVE ATTACK COMPETITION, SHEFFIELD EAGLES RLFC _. \(St % 

DON VA1LEY STADIUM. WORKSOP ROAD. SHEFFIELD S9 STL r ^0trfA 

Closing date for entries: Monday 26tn March 2006 
vrrfi7.mastomilxdl.ooni -www.carlsnro. com - wwwjjpshotcreelLcani 
i?rfWJnasslveattack.com 

^ 
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Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...pin GOLDRUSH now 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE TALK 

with GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS 



Magic moment as Trojans 
prove up to the Challenge 


HERE will always be murmurs 
of discontent about the way the 
Third Round of the Powergen 
Challenge Cup is staged, but at 
least one result proved its worth 
last weekend. 

Staging the draw so that ama¬ 
teur clubs are guaranteed a clash 
with professional counterparts is 
not ideal in many people's eyes. 

But it allows the minnows a 
grand day out against more illustri¬ 
ous opponents - and, as Thornhill 
Trojans win over Workington Town 
proved, can also lead to an old- 
fashioned Challenge Cup shock. 

History had pointed to a possible 
upset, with the Trojans having 
knocked out Sheffield Eagles in 
2000 and Town twice having suc¬ 
cumbed to amateur opponents in 
recent years. 

But with Town expected to be 
among the front-runners for pro¬ 
motion from LHF Healthplan 
National League Two this season, 
it still came as a major surprise. 

The Trojans' 16-12 succeaa at, 
at Dewsbury Rams’ Tetley’s 


Stadium, was built around a 
superb performance from the 
former Rochdale, Hunslet and 
Dewsbury hooker, Richard 
Pachniuk, who provided a 
Gamestar display. 

With another ex-pro, stand-off 
Scott Dyson, contributing a crucial 
second-half fry and full-back Craig 
Holmes providing 12 points from a 
try and four goals, the amateurs 
withstood a late Cumbrian come¬ 
back to book their place in the 
Fourth Round. 

Who says the Challenge Cup 
has lost any of its old magic? 

That game was the only one 
where amateurs triumphed, though 
there was something of a shock at 
New River Stadium, where London 
Skolars beat fellow NL2 side 
Gateshead Thunder. 

Skolars have struggled a little 
since the start of the season, and 
had suffered two heavy defeat to 
Welsh newcomers Celtic 
Crusaders in the Northern Rail 
Cup. 

But Thunder have also flattered 
to deceive so far, and, with prop 


Bobby Wallis making a huge con¬ 
tribution in both attack and 
defence, Skolars beat professional 
opposition for the first time in the 
Challenge Cup, 

This weekend, it's back to NRC 
action for National League clubs, 
and, with the knockout stages 
coming closer, some crucial 
clashes are in store. 

The local derby between Batley 
Bulldogs and Dewsbury Rams is a 
massive game for both clubs, while 
Hull KR’s meeting with York City 
Knights should see a big crowd 
gather for an intriguing pointer to 
the NL1 season. 

But arguably the biggest game 
comes in West Cumbria, where 
Workington Town host rivals 
Whitehaven. 

Haven ground out a 10-0 win at 
the Recreation Ground on the 
opening day of the season and 
with the two clubs having been 
caught up in a very public financial 
dispute last week, the game won’t 
lack any added spice. It should be 
a real cracker. 


It’s back to NRC action for National League 
clubs, and some crucial clashes are in store 
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Daily, weekly or 
monthly - we’ve got 
Rugby League covered 
?rom top to bottom! 


'■or Rugby League World and Rugby League 
Express, place a regular order at your 
newsagent or call our subscription hotline 
on 01484 401895. 


• or the latest news as it happens, visit our 
w ebsite at www.totalrl.com 


EVERY DAY 
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www.kukrisports.com 
DESIGN ONLINE! 
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Ac?e« th h- 5 L mp,yhealth Grou P LHF Healthplan, Riverside House, 7 Ca " a 1 JJJ 1 vhealth Access is’registere'd 
and W 3 to hlCh ,S authori5ed an d regulated by the Financial Services Waterloo Court Andover, Hamps 

rerna' re 9 lster ed no. 183035 Its registered office Is at Hambfeden House, Waterloo court, «nuu , 

ana „ °^ r monltor telephone calls to help Improve our service 

ThJ K our m _embera. . __ he under 65 years of age. 


is open'to ne wlrnembers or LHF joining before 31/12/2006. Applicants must be under 65 years of age. Terms and Conditio 
ase rnnrjnrf hc fn* r,.u i up ojupi-qirip House. Leeds. 
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With an LHF Healthplan, you'll get money back towards 
the cost of treatments such as: ^ 

• Dental check-ups, fillings etc. 

• Eye tests, glasses and 1 J / vC 

contact lenses \ 

• Physiotherapy, health screening, { 

hospital stays and much more... / 1 \ Av 


join iw for a -«Vee official 
(Jationai league polo ahirf 

Just quote ref: LS0005 


visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk 
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NRC Sun 12th February 

A 

3.00 

Featherstone Rovers 

W 33-18 

Woodcock 
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2T 

fad 

ha chcr 

SG 

Wornncy 
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IT 

IT 
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IT 

Morion 
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IT 
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NRC Fri 17th February 

H 

8.00 

York City Knights 

W 29-24 
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Hunt 
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IT 

Pouchcr 
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Hff.wson 
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Morton 
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u Brown 
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Fletcher 

NRC Fri 24th February 

H 

8.00 

Hull Kingston Rovers 
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Ford 
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NRC Sun 5th March 
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3.00 

York City Knights 

L 32-16 

Woodcock 
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Andrews 

IT 
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IT 
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PCC Tile 14th March 

A 

7.30 

3rd Round, Swinton Lions 
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NRC Sun 26th March 

A 

3.00 

Hull Kingston Refers 
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PCC 

TBC W/E 2nd April 

TBC 

TBC 

4th Round 


NL 

Fri 7th April 

H 

8.00 

Keighley Cougars 


NL 

Fri 14lh Apnl 

A 

7.30 

Featherstone Rovers 


NL 

Mon 17th April 

H 

12.00 

Celtic Crusaders 


NL 

Fri 28th April 

H 

8.00 

Workington Town 


NL 

Sun 7lh May 

A 

3.00 

Dewsbury Rams 


NL 

Fri 12th May 

H 

8.00 

Gateshead Thunder 


NL 

Sun 21st May 

A 

3.00 

London Skolars 


NL 

Fri 26th May 

H 

8.00 

Hunslet Hawks 


NL 

Sun 4th June 

A 

3.00 

Gateshead Thunder 


NL 

Fri 9th June 

H 

8.00 

Barrow Raiders 


NL 

Sun 18th June 

A 

3.00 

Cede Crusaders 


NL 

Fri 23rd June 

H 

8.00 

Featherstone Rovers 


NL 

Sun 2nd July 

A 

3.00 

Barrow Raiders 

j 

NL 

7th or 9lh July (TBC) 

A 

TBC 

Sv/intGn Lions 


NL 

Sun 16th July 

A 

3.00 

Workington To.vn 


NL 

Fri 21st July 

H 

8.00 

London Skolars 


NL 

Fri 28th July 

H 

8.00 

Swinton Lions 


NL 

Sun 6th August 

A 

3.00 

Blackpool Panthers 
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NL 

Fri 11th August 

H 

8.00 

Dewsbury Rams 


NL 

Sun 20th August 

A 

3.00 

Keighley Couqars 

-- 
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NL 

Fri 1st September 

H 

8.00 

Blackpool Panthers 

-! 

NL 

Sun 10th September 

A 

3.30 

Hunslet Hawks 
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• NL LHF Heallhplan National League Division Two 


Nigel's sad and 
useless facts 



Record against 
Featherstone 

P19W7D2L10 
For 360 Against 447 

On this day 

1986 

Carlisle 15 Eagles 9 

1989 

Barrow 24 Eagles 20 

1995 

Eagles 31 Leeds 22 

2000 

Barrow 34 Eagles 10 

2004 

Eagles 18 Hull KR 22 


Eagles Spring Draw 

Please help to sell as many Eagles Spring Draw Tickets as you 
can. If you have not yet received your tickets, please call by the 
shop to collect some to sell. 

1st Prize 

LCD FLAT-PANEL COLOUR TELEVISION 


2nd Prize 

GAS BARBECUE 

3rd Prize 

WEEKEND FOR TWO AT HILTON HOTEL 
(Sheffield, Leeds or Bradford) 

Plus many other prizes including .... 
Eagles Merchandise, Concert Tickets, 
Bottles of Spirits and Wines, VIP Tickets 

Eagles Spring Draw is drawn on Friday 20th April 2006 
(Half -time v Workington Town) 


Night 


Friday 19th May, Don Valley Stadium 
First Race at 7.30pm 

Tickets: £3 - including pie and pea supper 
Horses, Trainers, Jockeys: £3 each 

All money raised goes to Sheffield Eagles . For tickets and 
horses, call Denise Turton on 

0114 261 0326 or visit the Club Shop 
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For the latest Eagles news visit our website at www.sheffieldeagles.com 


Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLDRUSH today 


NORTHERN RAIL CUP 


Group Six 

PIWDLF A Pts 
Hull KR 4 4 0 0 158 48 8 

Eagles 4 2 0 2 105 118 4 

York 4 2 0 2 80 93 4 

F'stone 4 0 0 4 58 142 0 

Group One: Celtic Crusaders, 
Hemel Hempstead Stags, 

London Skolars, St Albans. 
Group TWo: Barrow Raiders, 
Gateshead Thunder, 

Whitehaven, Workington Town. 
Group Three: Batley Bulldogs, 
Dewsbury Rams, Doncaster 
Dragons, Hunslet Hawks. 

Group Four: Blackpool 
Panthers, Leigh Centurions, 
Swinton Lions, Widnes Vikings. 
Group Five: Halifax, Keighley 
Cougars, Oldham, Rochdale 
Hornets 

Group Seven: National League 
Three group. 


YOUR PROGRAMME 


♦ 

textmasterdeslgn 



Eagles match programme 
designed and produced by 

Text Master Design 

6 Dovedale Road, Rotherham 
Tel: 01709 361883 
Printed by 
Hi-Tec Print 

Units 9 & 10, Houghton Road, 
North Anston Trading Estate, 
Sheffield S25 4JJ 
Tel 01909 568533/564177 
Pictures by Steve Braithwaite and 
Sheffield Newspapers 


Sheffield Eagles fully support the 
‘Let’s tackle racism in Rugby League’ 
campaign and welcome all players 
and supporters, Irrespective of their 
racial or ethnic origins. Racism has no 
place In our game and racist chants 
are totally unacceptable. Please allow 
EVERYONE to en]oy the game. 
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Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLDRUSH now 














































Last season I noticed a gear. I thought he 
tiiat me list of names on would be one of the play - 
the back of me Eagles ers to watch this season, 
programme seemed to be playing in a good team 
getting longer by the and turning games, 
week. Well, like his perfor- 

This year it's gone the inances in the couple of 

other way wHJi the list games he did play, he’s 
slimming down faster vanished, 

than Posh Spice after John was anomer who 

giving birth to the latest had me potential but he 

little Beckham. was always going to find 

One player, Eddie Mack, it tough in his second 
signed but then jumped season in me pro game, 

ship even before the first He started to realise 
game. You will get a getting a regular place 

chance to see him when was going to be a strug- 

Dewsbury come to Don gle in mis squad and 

Valley. those Aussie beaches 

Tiien in a week both looked a lot more golden. 
John Crawford and Aled There might be an 
James got a bout of extra name or so on me 

'home sickness' and squad list as me season 

headed south. goes on but having a 

One to Soitth Australia tight-knit squad is no 
and the other to Soitth bad ming. 

Wales. There will be a few 

Both had their injuries along me way 

moments at the Eagles. but mis squad looks able 
Aled, after signing from to cope. Clubs mat win 
Widnes, started well but things tend to do it wim 
never seemed to step up settled sides. 



Going South: Former Eagle John Crawford 


Players put on Sunday best 


BET you had an extra hour in bed 

this morning. It’s Sunday and for 
most of us there's no need to get up 
for work. 

This afternoon you can relax with a 
drink before the game in the excellent 
clubhouse at Clifton Lane. Then 
there's a chance to enjoy fresh air and 
a good game of rugby league to 
watch. 

The players will also have had the 
chance of a relaxing few hours before 
the game - but it’s not always the 
case. 

At National Two level, most players 
are part-time professionals. They will 
have a full-time job outside the game. 

And Sheffield Eagles normally play 
on a Friday night - 'match days' are 


also long days with the ’overtime’ put 
in on the pitch. 

As a spectator your weekend starts 
with chilling out and watching. For the 
Eagles players it starts with 80 min¬ 
utes of the toughest game on earth. 

Think about it... you spend nearly 
eight hours in a factory, driving a lorry 
or (in the case of quite a few of the 
Eagles) teaching - then a couple of 
hours later you’re playing rugby 
league. 

You have to be pretty determined 
and focused to play the game as a 
semi-pro. Training three times a week 
or so plus gym sessions. 

And with the Eagles you can only 
have quiet Friday every two weeks or 


You don't chill out when you have to 
tackle the likes of Dean O’Loughlin, 
Jamie Bovill or Francis Stephenson. 

This season has seen a massive 
influx of new players into the squad 
and I bet quite of few of them have 
found Friday night a big change. 

It must take some getting used to 
after seasons of preparing for playing 
on Sunday afternoon. 

And that adjustment can't have been 
helped by the last few weeks when it’s 
been back to a string of Sunday 
games. 

So I hope you all had a restful 
Sunday morning - it’s good to be 
paying the annual visit to the Titans. 

It’ll soon be back to 'overtime’ shifts at 
Don Valley. 
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For the latest Eagles news visit our website at www.sheffieldeagles.com 


v Hull KR, Sunday 26th March, KO 3pm 


Ground: 

New Craven Park 
Preston Road 
Kingston Upon Hull 
HU9 5HE 

Tel: 01482 374640 
Email: info@hullkr.co.uk 
Web: www.hullkr.co.uk 

Directions by road: .. . 

Take Ml South on to Ml8 andfollow 
Ml 8 until it joins M62 East. Follow 
M62 towards Hull and join A63 pass¬ 
ing under the Humber Bridge. 

Keep on Clive Sullivan Way (dual car¬ 
riageway) over flyover past the 
Marina on right and straight through 
traffic lights. 

Follow signs to Docks/Heddon. 
Continue straight on until traffic lights 
signposted Craven Park and turn left. 
At next traffic lights turn right Craven 


Park is about 400m along on your 
right. 

Ticket prices: 

Adults: £12 
Cones: £8 
Juniors: £7 

£2 transfer to main stand (enter via 
Roger Millward Stand turnstiles). 

Eagles junior season-ticket-holders 
use Northern Rail Cup voucher 17 

Parking: 

Onsite secure parking: £2 

Programmes: 

£2 

Eagles TYavel Club: 

£13 (Subject to 12 people travelling) 


next game at 

DON VALLEY 
STADIUM 

LHF NATIONAL 
LEAGUE TWO 

Keighley 

Cougars 

Friday, 7th April 
KO 8.00pm 


EAGLES TRAVEL CLUB: 


Sheffield Eagles will 
run buses to all away 
games, subject to a 
minimum of 12 people 
travelling. Seats must 
be booked and paid 
for one week in 
advance of travel. No 
refunds for seats 
cancelled within one 
week of the game. 
Advance bookings 
receive £i per trip 
discount when 
booking 3 games or 
more in one go. 


The bus will arrive in 
good time for the 
match and depart 
approximately 30 
minutes after the final 
whistle. You will be 
advised of travel times 
once the bus has been 
confirmed with 12 
passengers. The bus 
will pick up at The 
Cocked Hat (Don 
Valley Stadium), The 
Penny Black (Town 
Centre) and Owlerton 
Stadium. 


Booking forms are 
available from the 
club shop or by calling 
the Travel Club 
hotline and asking for 
Denise Turton. 


Travel Club 
hotline 
0114 
261 0326 



Support the Sheffield Eagles and win great prizes...join GOLDRUSH now 
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Sheffield Eagles 


mien 

onnn 

Dean Andrews 

□□□□ 

Liam Brentley 

□□□a 

Craig Brown 

mnnn 

Gavin Brown 

onnn 

Tom Buckenham 

□□□□ 

Alex Clemie 

ennn 

Sean Dickinson 

□□□□ 

Grant Farrow 

□□□□ 

Paul Fletcher 

anna 

James Ford 

□□□□ 

Andy Hay 

Bonn 

Jack Howieson 

Bonn 

Greg Hurst 

Bonn 

Brendon Lindsay 

Bonn 

Alasdair McCtarron 

annn 

Simon Morion 

conn 

Martin Ostler 

mnnn 

Paul Pickering 

annn 

Craig Poucher 

snnn 

Jon Presley 

Bonn 

Andy Smith 

mnnn 

Jonny Woodcock 

□□□□ 

Rob Worriney 


□□□□ Nathan Batty 

□ □ □ □ Richard Blake way 

□□□□ Pale Cardoza 
□□□□ Jimmy Carlton 

□ □ □ □ Steve Crouch 
□□□□ Stuart Dickens 
□□□□ Richard Dobson 
□□□□ Steve Pooler 
□□□□ Kieran Hickman 
□□□□ James Hous ton 
□□□□ Carl Hughes 
□□□□ Paul Hughes 
□□□□ Wayne McHugh 
□□□□ Gareth Milton 

□ □ □ □ Craig Moss 
□□□□ Gary Shillabeer 
□□□□ Wayne Sutcliffe 
□□□□ Gavin Swinson 
□□□□ Ian Tonks 
□□□□ JoshWeeden 
□□□□ Lee West 

□ □ □ □ Matthew Wray 



Kukri 

Who NXtars VVini 

vAvw.luifitporft.CCm 
Tel: 01772 33 60 99 


OFFICIALS: __ 

Referee: f N 

Touch judges: 

4th official: 
Cnwiissioner: 































